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first month of the new scbooi year
Tn.
r has been busy, as we all adjust to the
schedule and the new seminarians. The
biggest change here in the seminary is the
presence of our tkee new seminarians

St.

Joseph Seminary

Our Lady, who should play a very special
role in our lives as Cathoiics. We should
take care to honor her everyday but
especially on these feasts. At St. Joseph

hnally answered.

Seminary we sing Vespers of Our Lady on
her feast days, so i think it's safe to say
we all got some good practice in singing
this month.

Jose de Jesus and Giovanni, both from
the village of San Pablo Atlazalpan in the

The first of these feasts fell on
September 8. Holy Mother the Church

State of Chalco, were the frst to arrive.
They had received their visas on the feast
of St. Philomena, and we believe that it
rvas greatly due to her intercession that the
process went so smoothly. They arrived

chose this day to celebrate the Birthday or
Nativity of the Mother of God. This was

from Mexico. It took some time for all of

them

to arrive, but our

prayers were

on September 7.

Our third Mexican student, who had a
more difficult time obtaining his
-much
visa, arrived 10 days later. Omar is from
Tijuana, in the State of Baja California, so
perhaps it is owing to the fact that he lives
in a border city that he had such a difficult
time. At any rate, all of them have adapted
very well to the seminary routine, and we
have welcomed them as part of our family.

Another significant event of the past
month was our annual camping trip, held

on the second weekend after

school
begins. We went to a small lake about two

hours from here and got in a couple days
of camping. The water was cold, but that
didn't dampen our spirits as we enjoyed
boating, football, the campfire,
storyteliing, etc. Some of us even braved
the cold water for a swim.

We are all busy with our studies,
following the schedule and trying tc
cooperate with God's grace. We ask yol'tr
prayers for a successful year, and we
promise you our prayers in return. May
God bless you all.

_i.ive honor where it's due
by Brandon Adom,

gr. I1

he month of September is special in
that it has several important feasts of

the day on which the Mother of Our Lord
and Redeemer Jesus Christ came into the

rvorld. How often do we find ourselves
anticipating weeks ahead the Birth of
Jesus? Wouldn't it please Him just as
much if we gave that same honor to His
Holy Mother Mary?
The second feast is the Hoiy Name of
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October calendar
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to the lips than the

honeycornb, more
the ear than a sweet song,

Feast of the Most Holy

-

Fr. Gabriel's final vows

solrow that she endured throughout her
life were divided among all the people
that ever lived, they would all die from the
overwhelming pain.
These are three

ceremony; Jose de Jesus'

10

-

Guests of the Fatima
Conference visit the
seminary

11

-

Feast of the Divine

13

-

Armiversary of Our Lady's
final apparition at Fatima;
sodality reception ceremony

27-28

-

Final exams for the First

-

Feast of Christ the King;
High Mass; amuai renewal
of seminary Consecration to
the Sacred Heart ofJesus;
seminary-sponsored fundraising breakfast

-

End of First Quarter

30

delightful to
more entrancing to the heart than the
purest joy." We should send all our

prayers through Mary!
The third feast on September 15 is that
of the Seven Sorrows of Mary. It has been
said of Mary that if all the suffering and

Rosary BMV; chanted
Vespers; no homework;
seminary outing

birthday

Mary on

September 12. St. Anthony of
Padua said: "The name of Mary is sweeter

-

3l

Maternity BVM; chanted
Vespers; no homework

Quarter

September 28. We Catholics should pay
special honor to Our Lady every day for

all she does for us, but we should
especialiy honor her on her feasts.

of the main feasts
in the month of
September, but

&

there are also the

3e;

'h

feasts of Our Lady
La Salette on
September 19, Our

of

Lady

0n

of R.ansom

September 24,

and Our Lady of

Victorv.
celebrated

a

feast

Our seminary this year contains a diverse group of
men and 3 teachers.

9

young

T

The rest of the time was without incider'*

impressions

First

by Caleb Short, gr.
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Ihe helped Mrs. Salgado celebrste her birthday in early
September.

'Covering
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books is sn essential task in the

first

week of school'
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Our Mexinarians
by Alex Odom,

Seminary Support Club

gr.9

If

you are not yet a member of the Seminary
Support Ciub and would iike to become a
member, you may write to the seminary at the
address below. Members pledge to pray for the
success of the seminary and, if able, to send a

at St. joseph Seminary, we havc several brand new
fi.r.
r r seminarians. They are freshmen and they speak very little
English. Jose and Giovanni are both from the same town in
Mexico. Jose is 14 and Giovanni is 13 years oid. This is their first
time away from their hometown. Omar, on the other hand, is 14

regular financial contribution for its support.

years old and is from Tijuana.

Their first few days here were mostly spent learning some
basic English from Mrs. Salgado and Sr. Amada. They know a
few words but almost all of the time they have no idea what the
heck we're saying, and the same goes for us when they're talking.
If we say something in English, most of the time their response is:

Do you have a vocation?
If

you are a young man of high school age who
has a vocation, then St. Joseph Seminary may be
the place for you. Our four-year course ofstudies
offers the regular high school curriculum, with an

"WHAT!?!"
We're all trying to teach tlem English and they're trying to
teach us Spanish, but so far it's just a bunch of Spanglish. We'lI
jumble together words like "muy bien" and "gracias" and then
we'll put some English in and, voila, Spanglish. They're pretty
good at pool and ping-pong considering that they had never

emphasis on Theology, Latin, choir and foreign
language. A well-rounded program of daily Mass,

prayer and sports complements our academic
schedule. For more information. write to the
rector of St. Joseph Seminary at the address

played these games before. As far as sports go, they pretty much
know how to play football (not soccer), and they have even made
some amezing catches. Since they're the first Mexican

seminarians we've had, someone decided
nickname

-

below.

to give them a

the Mexinarians.

They also went with us on our annual seminary camping trip
and had some interesting experiences. In fact, they were the first
ones iato the water, which was very cold. You can read all about
our hip in the other seminarians' adicles. Boy, was that a trip!
These new seminarians are beginning to learn the English
prayers, and they're also learning that Latin is the hardest subject
to learn even tbough Spanish is very similar. The good thing is
that they're having a good time, and we have more people to heip
us do the dishes!

God's greatest gift
the past month we have been reading the story of Our
nuring
t-J Lady of Fatima. What especially strikes the reader, and puts

us to shame, is the amazing spirit of penance that the young
visionaries exhibited. Our Lady had told them, "Pray, pray a
great deal, and make sacrifi.ces for sinners, for many souls go to
hell because they have no one to sacrifice and pray for them."
These young chiidren took Our Lady's words very much to heart
and were heroic in offering sacrifices for poor sinners.
While sacrifice is important, we must remernber that our first
sacrifice is to accept and bear with patience the crosses God

sends us. Sometimes, that is the hardest thing to do. St. Louis
Marie de Montfort te1ls us that the cross is a gift that God gives
us _- in fact, His greatest gift. If we bear it well, it will be a
source of many blessings.
I have seen the demonstration of this futh many times. ln c
seminary, for example, we have had our crosses over the
Perhaps this year's group of fine young men, all of whom have a

yeart

good morale and the spirit

of cooperation and prayer, is

a

blessing merited by the carrying of past crosses. We must always
remember that our crosses, if ca:ried with patient resignation, will
merit many graces for us, even though at the present time we
cannot see their purpose.
God is indeed good. Let us not be selfish, however, but strive

to merit the graces needed by others through the practice of
prayer and penance, as Our Lady requested. Flease also
remember the Poor Souls, and be sure to return the enclosed
intention card with the names of your departed loved one.
We thank you for your support and prayers. May St. Joseph
intercede for all ofus and obtain from his chaste spouse anC her
divine Son the grace to always persevere in our Holy Faith,

we experience. You all have a daily
in our prayers. May God bless you and your

despite the crosses
remembrance
families.

Fr. Benedict Hughes, CMRI
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